
   This is time of the year when we look back and reassess the good and the 

bad. For me a feeling of deja vu has struck again. In the last newsletter I spoke 

of ñfacing the challengeò. Last year this time I spoke of ñnot getting too com-

fortable.ò Well now we donôt have the choice of being comfortable, and facing 

the economic challenge is very real. 

   Last month I was sitting in the Fulton County atrium watching many of the 

employees enjoy our annual Employeesô Week thinking, do these employees 

really understand the financial situation the county is currently in? Two years 

ago we were in a similar financial position. Then on Friday, November, 13th 

an email came with an attachment outlining the FY2010 Budget that was dis-

tributed to the Board of Commissioners. The telephones started ringing and by 

the ring tones I knew the calls were in reference to the county managerôs 

email.  

   When the Budget Commission anticipates a need to reduce the General Fund expenditures by $130 million 

dollars and South Fulton expenditures by nearly $11 million this is serious. Iôm sure by now everyone has a copy 

of the outline and no department is immune to the potential impacts. During the weeks since its release, deficit 

figures changed, but reduction proposals were still weighing heavy. At a budget work session on December 9th, 

the County Manager proposed departmental cuts as follows: 
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   The Annual Fulton County Employees Association Christmas Luncheon 

was held December 11th in the Government Center Atrium.  Three $200 

scholarships were awarded to students attending area high schools.  The 

winners were selected from among Association membersô relatives following 

review of their submitted applications. 

 The 2009-2010 scholarship recipients are David Allen, attending Penn State 

University; Bria Fowler, attending Howard University; and Robert Thomas, 

attending the University of Pittsburgh. 

   County Manager Zachery Williams thanked employees for their great 

work and encouraged employees to support one another during these stress-

ful times at Fulton County. With his customary optimism, he stated that Ful-

ton County employees will get through this challenging financial period to-

gether and emerge stronger as an organization. 

   A full lunch was provided and several door prizes were given away. 

Association Christmas  Luncheon Highlights 

(see pictures on pages 6 and 7) 
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   Employees Appreciation Week was celebrated this year in grand style with a Health and Wellness Fair, Fashion Show, 

International Day, and Departmental Display Day.  Also in the mix was the annual Carnival sponsored by the County Per-

sonnel Department.  Employee Association organizers worked hard to make the activities some of the best ever.  Belinda 

Melvin directed and choreographed the fashion show and was assisted by Patricia Grant who also modeled. Mildred 

Schmelz, 2nd vice president, coordinated the show for the Employees Association and helped recruit models from the 

county workforce and other sources. Several designers loaned their clothes, hats, and accessories which were showcased in 

three scenes emphasizing various aspects of fashion chic. Both men and women modeled their wares in presentations hav-

ing as their theme, ñA Box Seat to Fash-

ion.ò  Designers included Lucresha Moore 

who is also a model and interior decorator, 

Dawn Nixon, Carrie Webb, Lady Rene 

Hat Designs, Simply Shirley Ladies Suits, 

Purses by Ruby Freeman, Itôs All About 

You Jewelry, and Jewelry by Genevieve. 

   The Health and Wellness Fair on Tues-

day allowed a variety of organizations to 

share information and products with em-

ployees and the public. It was coordinated 

by June Taylor, Information Officer for 

the Association.  Among those participat-

ing were Donnie Coley and Robin Parsons 

of the Fulton County Fitness Center, 

Debra Jennings of the Fulton County 

Green Team, representatives from the 

Department of Health and Wellness, 

Weight Watchers, and Breast Cancer Awareness. Ven-

dors involved with nutritional supplements and mas-

sage therapy were also involved. 

   Departmental Display Day on Monday was coordi-

nated by President John Reed and June Taylor. Win-

ners were awarded trophies. Placing first was Informa-

tion Technology, represented by Chiquita Barnswell.  

The second place winner was the Department of Public 

Works, represented by Evonne Hollis; and General 

Services won third place.  Present to receive its trophy 

was Natalie Ekaomu. 

  International Awareness Day featured county em-

ployees of different ethnic backgrounds who shared information, photographs, and attire native to 

Employee Week Activities a Big Hit in October 

Above, pictured left to right, President John 
Reed with Chiquita Barnswell, Evonne Hollis, 
and Natalie Ekaomu.  
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